September 19, 2013

bottom 50 percent of the income dis-
tribution. Many people stay too long in
low-income unemployment situations,
and it is not healthy. And too often,
the fathers are not in those households.
If you are in the bottom 50 percent of
the income distribution and give birth,
there is a greater than 50-percent
chance that the father will not be liv-
ing with you when the child comes
home from the hospital. Perhaps, as
many suggest, our welfare policies are
exacerbating these trends. We need to
look at that.

Also worrying is the decline of chari-
table giving since 2007. Like the overall
economy, this vital part of our social
and economic system has not recovered
effectively. Total charitable giving fell
in 2008 to $303 billion from $326 billion.
As of the end of 2012, total giving was
only $316 billion—still 3 percent below
what it was 6 years ago.

I would conclude and note that the
road we are on is leading to the contin-
ued erosion of the middle-class civil so-
ciety, the quality of life for hard-work-
ing Americans is not improving finan-
cially, and the continued expansion of
the welfare state and the permanent
entrenchment of a political class that
profits from the growth of government.
It is time we recognize both the disas-
trous conditions facing working Ameri-
cans and the moral obligation we have
to replace dependency on government
with the freedom and dignity that
comes from work and independence.
That has got to be our goal.

There are things that can be done to
improve these conditions. It is time for
us to defend working Americans and
their undeniably legitimate concerns
about current trends. I will talk about
that as we go forward. It is something
we need to seriously consider.

Relevant here is this question, can
we bring into our country more people
than we have jobs for? Won’t that pull
down wages and make it harder for
people to get work? And this question,
shouldn’t we defend more effectively
our workers against unfair trade and
competition from around the world?
Both of those policies are ones I hope
we could have bipartisan support on,
although I am worried. The Senate’s
immigration bill would increase per-
manent immigration by 50 percent,
would increase guest workers—people
who come and take jobs—by double, all
in addition to the 11 million who would
be given legal status here.

I do think our colleagues are correct
to say we should do more about trade
and have fair competition on the world
stage for our workers. I think we have
got to convert more of this welfare
spending, the 80-some-odd programs
that are fundamentally geared to lower
income Americans, that spend $750 bil-
lion a year—which is larger than Social
Security, larger than defense, and larg-
er than Medicare—we need to convert
some of that to better use.

For example, for every $100 spent on
these programs, only $1 goes to job
training. Shouldn’t we focus more on
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getting our unemployed, our people
who need more training, trained, ready
to move into the workforce, to take
jobs? Can we afford to bring in millions
of people to take jobs and to leave our
people on welfare and the unemploy-
ment rolls?

Those are some of the fundamental
questions we as Americans need to be
asking. But first and foremost, col-
leagues, we are not able to deny the
unassailable fact that we have had a
slide in the financial well-being of mil-
lions of Americans, and that this has
been going on for well over a decade.

I thank the Chair and I yield the
floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent that we be in a pe-
riod of morning business until 2 p.m.,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Pennsylvania.

CYBER BULLYING

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about an issue we don’t
talk about here, and I am joined by my
colleague, the senior Senator from
Florida, Senator NELSON.

We appear on the floor today to talk
about an issue which I would argue is a
clear and present danger to young
Americans. What is that? We could
probably make a long list of things we
are concerned about as it relates to
young people, but we are here today to
talk about bullying and harassment.

According to the Department of Edu-
cation, nearly one in three students
ages 12 to 18 is affected by bullying and
harassment. Another study estimates
that 60,000 students in the TUnited
States of America do not attend school
each day Dbecause they fear being
bullied.

With the advent of text messaging
and social media, many children find
they cannot escape the harassment
when they go home at night. It follows
them from the moment they wake
until the moment they go to sleep.
This problem was brought once again
into the national consciousness in the
last couple of days.

I am reading a headline from the
Tampa Bay Times, dated September 12,
2013: “‘Lakeland Girl Commits Suicide
After Being Bullied Online.”

Senator NELSON will be talking about
that, as will I.

Here is the other headline from the
Washington Post about the same inci-
dent: ‘‘Police: Florida Girl Who Com-
mitted Suicide Had Been Bullied for
Months by as Many as 15 Girls.”

I am the father of four daughters and
I remember times when my daughters
were going through high school. We
have one in high school, one in college,
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and two out of college. I remember
when our daughter was going through
high school and instant messaging was
one way to communicate, kind of a
back and forth between some of the
girls in her high school class. She was
about 15 or 16 at the time. It never rose
to the level of any kind of serious har-
assment. It was something that a lot of
families I am sure have experienced.
But my wife and I were blessed that
our daughters never were exposed to
what this young girl was exposed to. I
won’t show her picture, but I am look-
ing at a picture of her right now. Her
name is Rebecca Ann Sedwick, 12 years
old, of Lakewood, FL, a beautiful girl
subjected to the most horrific kind of
harassment and abuse. It is almost un-
imaginable that a group of human
beings could do this to another person.
Unfortunately, it happens all too often.

Because my colleague from Florida
knows the case and the news articles
better than I, I ask him to highlight
this. But I think we all have the same
reaction, one of horror, and we are
summoned by our conscience to do
something about this. We can’t just
say, as some say, Well, every genera-
tion has faced some kind of harass-
ment, some Kind of bullying, so it is
part of growing up. I have heard this
argument. The argument is without va-
lidity, because no generation prior to
this generation has had the techno-
logical burden. When I was growing up
and someone was bullied at school,
that was bad enough, but it ended when
the schoolday ended. But today that is
not possible if you have determined
and vicious people who want to bully
another student, because technology
allows that person to be bullied when
they leave school, all throughout the
night, and then throughout the next
day and day after day.

I turn with respect to my colleague
to talk a little bit more about this par-
ticular case.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, many
States such as mine, Florida, have
strict bullying policies in place. But we
need to go beyond that, and Federal
legislation is needed because, as the
Secretary of Education has said, these
laws in the States ‘‘lack consistency
and enforcement mechanisms’ across
the country.

So you get to the tragic case in Flor-
ida of Rebecca Ann Sedwick. It is a
tragic reminder that bullying in the so-
cial media is increasing in both method
and mercilessness.

Here is a girl with a single mom. She
gets subjected to this bullying in class,
so her mom takes her out of the school
and puts her into another school. This
is a 12-year-old little girl. She then is
bullied online.

This occurs for 2 years. This is what
she gets: Why are you alive? You
should die. You are ugly. Can you die,
please? She gets a constant dose of this
not only at school, but then in the so-
cial media. Her mom tried to take
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